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of parliament without the concurrence of the king was unpre-
cedented. Soon this method of procedure was applied to much
more important questions.
In spite of the bitter opposition of parliament, Charles in-
sisted on visiting the northern kingdom because he had made
up his mind to try to win over the Scottish leaders by personal
persuasion. He spared no pains to ingratiate himself with the
covenanters, and listened to Henderson's preaching and sang
the Psalms in the manner of the Scottish kirk.1 He ratified all
the acts of the Scottish parliament establishing pmsbyterianism,
but could not conceal his chagrin at the insistence of the estates
that they should control the nomination of the royal officers.2
Moreover, whatever chances ho may have had of enlisting the
aid of presbyterian noblemen were ruined by the 'incident*—
an obscure plot to kidnap Argyll. After its discovery Charles
realized that no help could be obtained from the Scottish army.
England meanwhile had had an opportunity to take stock
of the situation. The result seems to have been a conservative
reaction. The Venetian ambassador notes that during Septem-
ber and October parliament was slowly yielding ground. The
fear of an army plot seemed idle after the disbandment of the
army. The expenditure which the payment of the rival forces
in the north had entailed3 meant that England had been taxed
more heavily than ever before. Parliament,, the ambassador
wrote, *is losing the great credit which it enjoyed henceforth [i.e.
hitherto], since it appears that instead of relief it has brought
expense and discomfort to the people.*4
Undoubtedly one cause of the reaction in public opinion was
the extravagance of the sectaries* Churchmen observed with
wonder that now cobblers and weavers, fishmongers and tailors,
and even butchers, presumed to interpret God's word.5 Apart
from the antics of such sects as the Adamites or the novelties of
women preachers, there was much in the actions and writings
of the more sober puritans to cause serious concern among
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